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Liturgical Memos
September 5th:
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta

This celebration appears on the
particular calendar of the
Archdiocese in recognition of
Mother Teresa’s many visits to the
New York area, as well as the
ongoing ministry of the
Missionaries of Charity in New
York.

!

October 5th:
Anniversary of Dedication of
St. Patrick’s Cathedral
Because this anniversary takes
place on the 27th Sunday in
Ordinary Time this year, it is
celebrated only in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral.

!

October 11th:
St. Mary Soledad Torres
Acosta

St. Mary Acosta founded the
Handmaids of the Sick, now
known as the Sisters Servants of
Mary, in 1851. The Sisters have
served the critical needs of the
poor of the Archdiocese for many
years, making home visits and
accepting no remuneration for
their care.

!

November 30th:
First Sunday of Advent

The Lectionary cycles for 2015 are:
Sunday Cycle - Year B
Weekday Cycle- 1

The Kyrie and Gloria
in the Nuptial Mass
In the third typical edition of the Roman Missal, the use of the
Gloria has been expanded for Ritual Masses. Nine out of the ten
Ritual Masses now prescribe the Gloria, with the exception of the
Mass for the Institution of Lectors and Acolytes. These Masses
are treated as feasts, and the Gloria is to be said or sung even
when these Masses are celebrated during Advent or Lent. Thus,
when the Ritual Mass for the Celebration of Marriage is
celebrated, a Gloria must now be included. !
The Ritual Mass for the Celebration of Marriage additionally
indicates that the Penitential Rite should be omitted. A question
is often raised as to whether the Kyrie should also be omitted at a
Nuptial Mass. The USCCB’s Committee on Divine Worship has
recently noted that, when persons are received at the beginning
of Mass (such as at baptisms or weddings), the Kyrie should be
omitted, along with the Penitential Rite. !

Bearing in mind these recent clarifications, the Ritual Mass for
the Celebration of Marriage should therefore proceed in the following manner: !
Antiphon or Hymn - Sign of the Cross - Greeting - Gloria - Collect
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Common Questions
When Hiring a
Church Musician
Who can I contact when I need
to hire a musician?
Pastors are encouraged to call
the Liturgy Office when hiring a
church musician. The Office has a
number of résumés on file which
can be sent to pastors for their
review. The National Association
of Pastoral Musicians (npm.org)
also has an online “job hotline”,
and the American Guild of
Organists (agohq.org) offers paid
listings for music hires.
Should I sign a contract with a
parish musician?
Musicians, like other parish
employees, should be hired “at
will” and should not be asked to
sign a contract.

All Saints and All Souls’ Days"
In 2014, the observances of All Saints and All Souls take place on
the weekend of November 1st-2nd. The US Bishops have noted
that All Saints Day is not a holy day of obligation this year, as it
falls on a Saturday. As a result, funeral Masses may be celebrated
on this day (cf. Order of Christian Funerals, 178; GIRM, 380). !
Bearing in mind that weddings are often scheduled on Saturdays,
it should be noted that the Ritual Mass for the Celebration of
Marriage is forbidden on All Saints Day (GIRM, 372). However,
either the Mass of the day (with the marriage ritual and nuptial
blessing), or the Rite of Marriage outside of Mass may be
celebrated on this day. !
Finally, inasmuch as both All Saints and All Souls’ Days have the
same rank in the Table of Liturgical Days, the following chart is
meant to help clarify the use of proper texts on these days:!

Does the Archdiocese issue
salary guidelines for musicians?
The Archdiocese no longer issues
salary guidelines for musicians.
However, pastors may wish to
consult the AGO and NPM salary
guidelines when establishing a
compensation package for music
directors, organists, cantors, and
other musicians.
Liturgy Update
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Saints John XXIII and John Paul II
Following the canonizations of Sts. John XXIII and John
Paul II, the liturgical celebrations of these beloved popes
may be observed in the following manner:
St. John XXIII’s feast day appears in the Roman Martyrology
on October 11th, but this observance is not inscribed in the
General Roman Calendar or US proper calendar. His
memorial, however, may be celebrated on this day, in
accordance with the rubrics concerning saints who appear
in the Martyrology (GIRM, 355). One may celebrate his
feast taking the texts from the Common of Pastors: For a Pope.
The feast day of St. John Paul II is celebrated on October 22nd, and is listed as an optional memorial on the
US calendar. The collect for this feast does not appear in the Roman Missal, but is included here:
Collect for St. John Paul II
O God, who are rich in mercy
and who willed that the Blessed John Paul II
should preside as Pope over your universal Church,
grant, we pray, that instructed by his teaching,
we may open our hearts to the saving grace of
Christ,
the sole Redeemer of mankind.
Who lives and reigns.

!

!

Oh Dios, rico en misericordia,
que has querido que el beato Juan Pablo II, papa,
guiara toda tu Iglesia,
te pedimos que, instruidos por sus enseñanzas,
nos concedas abrir confiadamente nuestros
corazones
a la gracia salvadora de Cristo, único redentor del
hombre. Él, que vive y reina.

Re-dedicating Churches and Altars
The Oﬃce of Liturgy has recently received a number of questions concerning the need to re-dedicate
churches after major renovations. The Rite of the Dedication of a Church and an Altar (Ch. 3.1) indicates that
two requirements must be met before a church which has already been in regular use should be dedicated:!
1. The altar in place must not have already been dedicated;!
2. There must be something new or notably altered to the Church’s edifice, such as a complete
restoration -or- the church’s lawful status must have changed (e.g., a chapel becomes a parish
church). !
Bearing in mind these two requirements, most church restoration or renovation projects will not require
the re-dedication of a church.!
Some pastors have also asked whether it is necessary to bless altars which are moved from one church to
another, as in the case of the acquisition of an old altar for use in a diﬀerent church from where it was
originally installed. The USCCB’s Committee on Divine Worship has recently indicated that, in this
instance, the altar does not need to be re-blessed (in the case of a movable altar) or re-dedicated (for
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permanent altars). Pastors are encouraged to contact the Oﬃce of Liturgy when planning restoration/
renovation projects for assistance in answering these and similar types of questions.!

!
!

RCIA Consultation"
On October 1st-3rd of this year, the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions will be holding its
annual conference. The theme of this year’s conference is, “RCIA: Ever Ancient, Ever New” and, at the
request of the USCCB’s Committee on Divine Worship, the members of the Federation will engage in a
consultation process on the National Statutes on the Catechumenate. These statutes were approved by the
NCCB over 25 years ago, and are currently in the process of review. !
In preparation for this consultation, the Liturgy Oﬃce has asked the members of the archdiocesan RCIA
Advisory Council for their observations and comments on the National Statutes. As well, pastors and
others who take part in parish RCIA programs are encouraged to forward to the Liturgy Oﬃce any
reflections or suggestions related to the celebration of the RCIA in the United States.!

Liturgy Oﬃce Website"
Over the summer months, the Liturgy Oﬃce launched a new website (nyliturgy.org) and Facebook page
(facebook.com/nyliturgy). The website includes information relating to archdiocesan liturgical policy, the
archdiocesan Music and Art and Architecture Commissions and the St. Cecilia Academy for Pastoral
Musicians. It also includes links to past issues of the Liturgy Update and a list of commonly used online
liturgical resources. Be sure to check the website regularly for updates. As well, all are encouraged to
“Like” our Facebook page, which features liturgical information related to feasts and regular updates
concerning liturgical programs and events in the Archdiocese.!

!
!
!
Archdiocese of New York!
Oﬃce of Liturgy!
201 Seminary Avenue!
Yonkers, New York 10704!
914.968.6200, ext.8177!
liturgy@archny.org!
nyliturgy.org!
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Training for Parish Musicians
at St. Joseph’s Seminary

Beginning in the fall of 2014

!

The St. Cecilia Academy: a four-course, fully
accredited program offered through St. Joseph's
Seminary in the field of liturgical music for the
purpose of training parish musicians in the history,
theology, and pastoral principles of liturgy and
sacred music.

Archdiocese of New York
Office of Liturgy
Office: 914.968.6200
Email: liturgy@archny.org
Web: www.nyliturgy.org

!
!

201 Seminary Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704

St. Cecilia Academy for
Pastoral Musicians

!
Sponsored by the Archdiocese of New York’s Office of Liturgy
and St. Joseph’s Seminary

Course Offerings
Introduction to Liturgy
Sacred Music: History, Principles, Liturgical Planning
Liturgical Year
Principles of Chant
Accreditation
At the conclusion of this course of study, a qualified musician (i.e., one
who holds a degree in music or who can demonstrate musical
proficiency) will receive accreditation as a pastoral musician in
the Archdiocese of New York.

Tuition
Musicians sponsored by their parish receive a substantial discount
in Seminary tuition (50%). Parishes may wish to cover the cost of
tuition for their musicians, especially if they are unsalaried.
Archdiocese of New York
Office of Liturgy
Office: 914.968.6200
Email: liturgy@archny.org
Web: www.nyliturgy.org

!
!

201 Seminary Avenue
Yonkers, NY 10704

Masters Degree
Courses are fully accredited Masters Level Courses and may be
used toward the pursuit of the Master of Arts Degree in Theology or
the Master of Arts Degree in Pastoral Studies from St. Joseph's
Seminary.

More Information
Go to www.nyliturgy.org, or email liturgy@archny.org

